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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
    
 

Baseball season is upon us, the NCAA tournament is almost over, the economy is 
finally showing some signs of life and ASCE’s spring activities are in full swing.  
The next few months are packed with opportunities for you to participate in events 
with your fellow ASCE members.   

A few weeks ago ASCE held their annual Spring Technical Conference in Madison.  
I was able to attend and felt is was a great program.  Many interesting presentation 
were made on a variety of topics and I believe attendance was up this year.  If you 
didn’t have the chance to attend, please keep in mind that the annual meeting, 
planned this year by the Southeast Branch, will be held in the fall at Olympia in 
Oconomowoc.  If you are interested in helping out with the planning of this event, 
please let me know. 

Coming up this month, we have 2 outstanding ASCE activities planned for the 
same day, April 16th.  Over the lunch hour we have our annual joint meeting with 
the Engineers & Scientists of Milwaukee (ESM), where John McCarthy will talk 
about a very unique project that he is personally involved in.  That evening ASCE 
has teamed up with the Associated General Contractors of Greater Milwaukee 
(AGC) on a tour of the Butler Ridge Wind Farm.  With the focus on alternative 
energy sources lately, this should be a worthwhile and interesting tour as well as 
an opportunity to network with some of the contractors that we have worked with in 
the past or may work with in the future.  More details are included in this 
newsletter. 

Also coming up in about a month (on May 8th) is the annual ASCE golf tournament 
at Naga-waukee Golf Course.  This is always a fun event and a good excuse to get 
out of the office and enjoy a day with other ASCE members.  This event is limited 
to the first 48 people, so sign up soon. 

Our Younger Member Group (YMG) also has a couple of events coming up that 
should be of interest to all Branch members.  On April 24th they have organized a 
tour of Lakefront Brewery, with plans for a fish fry to follow and on May 1st, they 
have organized a Brewers outing.  Please visit our website (www.ascewise.org) for 
a link to the YMG website and sign up today for these exciting events.  YMG 
events are open to all Branch members, not just YMG members.   

With all the events going on in the next month or so, the ASCE New Member Meet 
and Greet that was originally planned for April 23rd has been postponed until the fall 
(sometime in September or October).  This timing coincides with the beginning of 
the new ASCE year and should lead to a well attended event.  

Finally, the Branch is in the process of looking for members to serve on the Branch 
board for the 2009-2010 ASCE year, which runs from October to September.  Due 
to some unique circumstances, we will have more openings than usual next year.  
We are looking for energetic, outgoing people to fill the positions of President-
Elect, Secretary, Treasurer and Director-at-Large. If you have been thinking of 
getting more involved with ASCE, would like to expand your network of engineering 
contacts, want to improve your teamwork and leadership skills or just want to meet 
some new people, please consider serving on the Branch Board.  The time 
commitment is only a couple hours a month and you definitely get more out of it 
than you put into it.  If you are at all interested in a board position please contact 
me and I can answer any questions that you may have.  Detailed descriptions of 
the duties of each position are included in this newsletter. 

I look forward to seeing you at the many ASCE events coming up in the next few 
weeks.  As always, please feel free to contact me with any questions, comments, 
concerns or suggestions you have about ASCE. 

Sincerely,   

Chad R. O’Donnell, PE, SE
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ASCE SOUTHEAST WISCONSIN BRANCH 

APRIL LUNCHEON MEETING 
 

JOINT MEETING WITH ENGINEERS & SCIENTISTS OF MILWAU KEE (ESM) 

Design of a Snowmaking System for Cross Country Ski  Trails at Lapham Peak 
State Forest  

Cross country skiing is one of Wisconsin’s most popular winter activities, but a lack of snow and 
warm temperatures reduces the duration and quality of the season. The Wisconsin DNR, along with 
the Friends of Lapham Peak, came up with the idea to extend and improve the cross country ski 
season at the Lapham Peak Unit of the Kettle Moraine State Forest by installation of a snowmaking 
system for the park ski trails.  The multi-phase project will result in snowmaking on about five 
kilometers of trails, at an estimated cost of $750,000.  The project is being funded by private 
donations and grants, while the design is being prepared by volunteers.  John McCarthy will talk 
about the many technical challenges faced by the project, which included pond construction, wetland 
avoidance, well and pumphouse construction; piping, hydrants, and electric power installation; and 
snowmaking operations. The system completed to date has been used the last three years to make 
snow for about one kilometer of trail, and has been the catalyst for a variety of exciting programs at 
the park for kids and adults.  Please join us for this fun and interesting presentation. 

 
Speaker: John T. McCarthy P.E.   

Principal, GRAEF 
 

Date:  Thursday, April 16th, 2009 
 

Time:  11:45 am - Social Gathering 
   12:00 noon – Lunch, followed by the presentation 
    
 

Location: Marquette University Alumni Memorial Union  - Room 163 
   1442 West Wisconsin Avenue 
   Milwaukee, WI   
  

Menu Choices:  Butcher Block Buffet – sandwiches, pasta salad, fresh fruit, potato chips, dessert 
   

 Cost:  $15.00  - ASCE and ESM Members  
   $18.00  - Non-Members 

$0.00   - ASCE Student Members (with advanced registration, 
 otherwise, $8:00) 

 
To make reservations, call GRAEF at 414-266-9260 by noon , Friday, April 10th .  Leave your name, 
affiliation, and phone number. You may also e-mail Kelly O’Neil at asce@graef-usa.com  with your 
reservation.    Please make your reservations as early as possible, so that sufficient time is available to the 
Union for planning the meal.  
 
Parking is available in the Visitors Structure on 16th Street, between Wisconsin Ave. and Wells St. at a cost 
of $4.00 (no longer free) .  Metered parking is available on the streets around the University – allow at least 2 
hours. 
 
Please note: No-shows will be billed by ASCE, Southeast Branch, for the cost of the lunch.  
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Please see pages 11-13 for the above referenced dir ections. 
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OPEN BRANCH BOARD POSITIONS FOR 2009-2010 ASCE YEAR  
 
The Southeast Branch is looking to fill out our Branch Board for the upcoming 2009-2010 ASCE 
year, which starts in October.  We are looking for energetic, outgoing members who would like to 
develop their leadership skills, make new contacts within the engineering community or just get 
more involved with ASCE.  The positions we are looking to fill are: 
 
President-Elect (1 year term) 
This position is the start of a 3 year stint as a leader on the Branch board.  The President-Elect 
attends all board meetings, serves as the liaison between the Branch board and one of the Branch 
committees and generally helps the President carry out the activities of the Branch.  The President-
Elect is typically sent by the board to ASCE annual leadership conference so that they can learn 
more about ASCE at the National level in preparation for their terms as President and Past 
President the following 2 years.  This position is perfect for the outgoing individual that would like to 
develop their leadership skills. 
 
Secretary (3 year term) 
 
The Secretary serves as the record-keeper for the Branch board.  Duties include attending all 
board meetings, taking and distributing meeting meetings to the rest of the board, distributing the 
agenda for upcoming board meetings to other board members and serving as the liaison between 
the Branch board and one of the Branch committees.  This position is well suited to individuals that 
take good notes and are looking to develop their networking and management skills. 
 
Treasurer (3 year term) 
 
The Treasurer serves as the accountant for the Branch board.  Duties include attending all board 
meetings, keeping track of all financial activities within the Branch and taking part in the annual 
budget process of the Branch.  This position is well suited to individuals that are good with numbers 
and would like to influence how Branch monies are utilized to strengthen ASCE activities. 
 
Director-at-Large (1 year term) 
 
The Branch has three Directors-at-Large that serve the board as voices of the ASCE membership.  
Duties include attending all board meetings, serving as the liaison to one or more of the Branch 
committees and generally helping carry out the work of the board when and where needed.  This is 
a good position for those that have not been very active in professional organizations in the past 
because it gives them a chance to kind of get their feet wet.  It is also a great position for people 
that are looking to expand their network of engineering contacts. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering for any of the positions described above or would like to learn 
more about a specific position, please contact 
 
Chad R. O’Donnell 
ASCE Southeast Wisconsin Branch President 
414-278-3347 
codonnell@hga.com 
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DATE:  FRIDAY, MAY 8, 2009 

 
TIME:  TEE TIMES BEGIN AT 11:30 AM 

 
PLACE:  NAGA-WAUKEE GOLF COURSE 
   W307 N1897 MAPLE AVENUE, DELAFIELD, WI 
   262/367-2153 
    
COST:  $60.00, includes 18-holes, cart and prizes 

   
FORMAT:  FOUR-PERSON SCRAMBLE 

 
PRIZES:   LOW TEAM, FAMOUS YELLOW BALL CONTEST AND HOLE CONTESTS, 

AND LOW TEAM WINS THE COVETED ASCE TRAVELING TROPHY! 
 

*+�*,*���-�.
-/��0���-�
'����-*'*!�1����
�-��0
�0*. +����2�*�3-455 �
 
 SEND REGISTRATION AND CHECK PAYABLE TO ASCE YMG BY MAY 1ST TO: 

 
JUSTIN ARNDT 

KAPUR & ASSOCIATES, INC. 
7711 NORTH PORT WASHINGTON ROAD 

MILWAUKEE, WI  53217 
PHONE: (414) 220-5435   FAX: (414) 351-4117 

jarndt@kapur-assoc.com  
 

  
 REGISTRATION FORM 
 2009 ASCE GOLF TOURNAMENT  
 
NAME __________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
PHONE / FAX NUMBERS __________________________________________________________________ 
 
EMAIL ADDRESS _____________________________________ ___________________________________ 
 
PARTNER (NONE REQUIRED) _____________________________________________________________ 
 
COMPANY ______________________________________________________________________________ 
�
��
����������
�������������
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OUTREACH/VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES   
Jensen P. John - Education Committee Chair 
 
YMG's K-12 Outreach program is in full swing.  This past month Jenny Sonnenberg of CH2M HILL, 
Bridget Schuh of Harwood Engineering Consultants, Ltd and Matt Kamenick of Contech visited 
about 70 7th grade students at Greater Holy Temple Christian Academy.  The students learned 
about civil engineering and the importance of scale by creating scale drawing of their desks and 
classroom.  The students were excited about the activity and are looking forward to possibly 
entering the Future Cities competition next year.  YMG members Jenny Sonnenberg (CH2M HILL) 
and Sara Prichard of Wisconsin Testing Laboratories helped a local Girl Scout troop earn their 
Architecture Badge by teaching them about different types of architecture, famous architects and 
civil engineers, scale and more.  The girls also built gumdrop domes!  ASCE members Sue 
Rasmussen of Siemens Water Technologies Corp. and Rich Coakley of CH2M HILL along with 
YMG members Andrew Brauer and Andrew Atkins of HGA and KC Burke of CH2M HILL helped a 
local boy scout troop earn their Engineering Merit Badge.  The boys participated in activities such 
as dissecting VCRs and toasters, creating models and demonstrating motion out of K'nex sets, 
learning about traffic flow studies, learning about strength and heat conductivity in different 
materials, comparing the Boy Scout Oath and Scout Law to the Engineer's Code of Ethics and 
more! The picture below shows Bridget Schuh from Harwood Engineering Consultants teaching 
students on using a measuring scale to draw objects to scale.  
 

ASCE outreach is still looking for volunteers!  
You do not need to be a member of YMG to 
participate.  Give back to the community and 
join us visiting classrooms, Girl Scout and Boy 
Scout troops in the Milwaukee area and 
teaching them about what it means to be a Civil 
Engineer through hands on activities and 
presentations.  ASCE volunteers are divided 
into groups that focus on elementary, middle or 
high school aged children.  The classroom visits 
are typically 45 min to an hour in length and are 
during normal school days.  E-mail KC Burke 
(kristin.burke@ch2m.com), if you are interested 
in the K-12 Outreach or if you need more 
information. Let them know if you are interested 
in elementary, middle, or high school aged 
groups.  

 
Thanks for reading and feel free to contact me with ideas or questions at jpjohn@terracon.com 
 
Upcoming Volunteer Events: 
Thursday, April 9th: K-12 Outreach with 7th grade students at Alexander Mitchell Integrated Arts  
Friday, April 24th: K-12 Outreach with 4th grade students at US Grant School 
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YOUNGER MEMBERS GROUP UPCOMING ACTIVITIES  
 
Saturday, April 19th Honey Creek Cleanup 
Friday, April 24th Lakefront Brewery Tour and Fish Fry 
Friday, May 1st  Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Game and Tailgate Party 
July 17th – July 19th  Camping and Rafting Trip at the Wolf River Campground 
 
If you want to join in any of these activities and do not currently receive the Younger Member Group evites – 
contact Lauren Zidek at lzidek@hntb.com for details. 
 
 
ASCEVILLE   
 
Check out this great website created by ASCE.  You can visit it at www.asceville.org 
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VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 
 

This volunteer opportunity has been shared by the good folks at CH2M HILL. 
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LEARNING OPPORTUNITY  
 

This webinar series was passed on by Carol Diggelman, PhD, co-chair of the sponsoring ASCE committee.  
For more information visit http://www.asce.org/files/pdf/seminars/GoingGreenMay092.pdf or contact Carol at 
414.277.7320 or diggelma@msoe.edu. 
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ENGINEERS WITHOUT BORDERS – MEETING FOR INTERESTED PROFESSIONALS  
 

This opportunity has been shared by Mike Krauski at UWM. 
 

 
 

W A N T E D !  
Your articles, comments, photos and letters for publication in the ASCE Southeast Branch Newsletter. 

Anything civil, or nearly civil, interesting and primarily factual may be submitted to: 
Brian Genduso, P.E. 

414 278-3443 
bgenduso@hga.com 

Deadline for next issue is May 1, 2009 
Please include names with photos if you would be so kind! 



���������	�����
����	���
�� � ����������������
 

�%���	&''(	 )))*����)���*���	 +���	,,	

DIRECTIONS FROM MILWAUKEE TO THE WIND FARM  
 

According to Google Maps this trip is 49.2 mi and will take about 1 hour 5 minutes. 
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DIRECTIONS FROM THE WIND FARM TO MINESHAFT BAR & RE STAURANT 
 

According to Google Maps this trip is 7.8 mi and will take about 20 minutes. 
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DIRECTIONS FROM MINESHAFT BAR & RESTAURANT TO MILWA UKEE 
 

According to Google Maps this trip is 38.4 mi and will take about 49 minutes. 
 

 

 


